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University of Montana
EDU 339: Teaching and Assessing Pk-8 Language Arts
Syllabus
INSTRUCTOR:

Elisa Schroeder
elisa.schroeder@mso.umt.edu
Office: EDU 106

CREDITS:

3 Semester Credits

COURSE DATES:

January 11 - April 26, 2021

LOCATION:

This is a Zoom course meeting on Mondays

 from 2:00 pm to 3:50pm.

OFFICE HOURS:

I will be available after class each day, via Zoom. I am also available by
appointment. I am here to help! Feel free to email me during the day and on
weekends. I will get back to you ASAP to set up a time to meet or to answer your
questions.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The English Language Arts combine the essential communication skills of reading, writing, speaking, and
listening and are the foundation of learning and essential for civic engagement in a democratic society. This
course will explore the integration and progression of language arts skills from preschool through eighth grade
with an emphasis on writing, reading (literature), and language standards. This course is a writing intensive
course. Teacher candidates will explore and develop themselves as writers while learning instructional
strategies that enhance effective language arts instruction.
To build understandings and skills in these areas, candidates will read and study professional material about
language and literacy learning, instruction, and assessment; analyze videos of teachers and children engaged in
classroom literacy practices; participate in group activities in which you will help each other build
understandings; complete a series of projects that require you to apply concepts, including numerous
opportunities to practice assessing and teaching. You will work with children in and outside of school settings,
where you will develop expertise in building relationships, learning about students, and planning and reflecting
on instruction. My goal is to help you become careful observers of young people and thoughtfully adaptive
reading, writing, speaking and listening teachers.
Required Text:
Tomkins, G. (2010). Literacy

in the middle grades: Teaching reading and writing to fourth through eighth
graders (2nd ed.). Boston: Pearson Education.
Other Materials:
1. You will need regular access to the APA Style Manual, 6th  edition (2010) or online APA Style website
o http://www.apastyle.org/index.aspx
o Purdue OWL: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/664/01/


Course Objectives:
By engaging in course activities, candidates will:
● Engage in reading and writing tasks to practice and hone their own English language arts skills.
● Demonstrate a working knowledge of the writing process and employ that understanding in teaching
writing PK-8th  grade;
● Develop a repertoire of teaching strategies for teaching oral language, orthographic knowledge, spelling,
word identification, vocabulary, fluency, comprehension, knowledge building, critical thinking;
● Develop a range of strategies for integrating the language arts in a literature unit;
● Engage with numerous and varied writing activities and genres, from the perspective of teacher, peer
editor, and writer;
● Develop understandings of and instructional strategies for second language development;
● Plan meaningful and engaging instruction that is appropriately inclusive for a diverse group of learners,
including students who are learning English;
● Analyze student writing samples using the PLC framework, and utilize findings to plan writing
conferences and next instructional steps;
● Recall and reference Montana Early Learning Standards and Common Core ELA standards to develop
tasks and rubrics;
● Work collaboratively within a PLC framework to create, teach and assess a language focused
mini-lesson;
● Deepen knowledge of the Indian Education for All policy in the context of an elementary language arts
classroom, and develop understandings and pedagogical methods that support IEFA implementation.
Content and Standards:
Appropriately prepared reading professionals must have proficiency in six broad categories (Standards

for
reading professionals, Revised,

2010), developed by the Professional Standards and Ethics Committee of the
International Reading Association and adopted by the National Council for Teachers of English (NCTE). See
https://www.literacyworldwide.org/get-resources/standards/standards-for-reading-professionals/standards-2010role-2 for the standards particular to Pre-K and elementary classroom teachers.
This Course Addresses the following NAEYC and Montana Chapter 58 ECE Standards:
This course attends to and introduces each of the following standards:
NAEYC Standard 2 Building Family and Community Relationships:
2a: Knowing about and understanding diverse family and community characteristics
2b: Supporting and engaging families and communities through respectful, reciprocal relationships
2c: Involving families and communities in young children’s development and learning
NAEYC Standard 5 Using Content Knowledge to Build Meaningful Curriculum:
5a: Understanding content knowledge and resources in academic disciplines: language and literacy; the
arts – music, creative movement, dance, drama, visual arts; mathematics; science, physical activity,
physical education, health and safety; and social studies.
5b: Knowing and using the central concepts, inquiry tools, and structures of content areas or academic
disciplines
5c: Using own knowledge, appropriate early learning standards, and other resources to design,
implement, and evaluate developmentally meaningful and challenging curriculum for each child.
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Administrative Rules of Montana - Professional Educator Preparation Program Standards:
10.58.501 Teaching Standards
1) All programs require that successful candidates
(d) demonstrate understanding of the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s)
the candidate teaches and create individualized learning experiences that make the discipline
accessible and meaningful for learners to assure mastery of the content, and include the instruction of
reading and writing literacy into all program areas;
(h) use a variety of instructional strategies to encourage learners to develop deep understanding of
content areas and their connections and build skills to apply knowledge in meaningful ways;
10.58.531 Early Childhood Education
1) The program requires that successful candidates:
(i) demonstrate knowledge and understanding of theory and research and applying knowledge in the
areas of language, speaking and listening, reading and writing processes, literature, print and
non-print texts, which are inclusive of texts from and about American Indians and tribes in Montana,
and technology; and planning, implementing, assessing, and reflecting on English/language arts and
literacy instruction that promotes critical thinking and creative engagement;
(x) demonstrate knowledge, skills, and dispositions during well-planned and sequenced clinical
experiences working with children and families in two different age groups (3-5 and 5-8) and two
types of the settings:
10.58.532 Elementary
1) The program requires that successful candidates:
(b) demonstrate knowledge, understanding, and use of the central concepts as outlined in Montana
content standards, tools of inquiry, and structures of content for students across grades K-8 and
engage students in meaningful learning experiences that develop students' competence in subject
matter and skills for various developmental levels;
(c) demonstrate knowledge and understanding of theory and research and apply knowledge in the areas
of language, speaking and listening, reading and writing processes, literature, print and non-print
texts, which are inclusive of texts from and about American Indians and tribes in Montana; and
technology, and plan, implement, assess, and reflect on English/language arts and literacy instruction
that promotes critical thinking and creates engagement;
(p) demonstrate knowledge and understanding of formative and summative assessment strategies and
use this knowledge and understanding to evaluate and ensure the continuous intellectual,
social-emotional, and physical development of elementary students.
Graded Requirements:
Students are expected to complete assignments in whole. Success in the course will partially depend on the
student’s ability to synthesize the reading material and show how they would apply it in a practical setting
through discussion prompts and related assignments. Students are required to complete assignments in a timely
manner.
All written work must be typed, double-spaced, use people-first language, use APA 6th  Edition style guidelines,
be fully referenced, and be clearly and concisely written (unless otherwise indicated). When submitting
assignments, follow APA format.
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Coursework:
This course will utilize a variety of instructional strategies. All course activities have been designed to facilitate
student learning and the acquisition of the course objectives. Thus, student participation will be reflected in the
student’s final course grade.
Assignments
Weekly Readings, Discussions, & Participation/In-class Activities
Paper #1 - Personal Narrative
Writer’s Journal
Lesson #1- Read Aloud Lesson Plan
Lesson #2 - LA Integrated Lesson Plan and Student Work Analysis
Performance Assessments

# of
Assignments
13
1
1
1
1
4

Points per Possible
Assignment Points
25
325
50
50
100
100
125
125
100
100
75
300
Total:
1000

ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTIONS
Weekly Readings, Discussions, & Participation/In-class Activities
Students will participate in activities surrounding the course content and readings. This will include writing
individual reflections, large and small group discussions, individual and small group activities related to the
reading and occasional quizzes. Attendance

is essential. See attendance policy for further details on
requirements.
Papers/ Writing Pieces
We will write as a class during nearly every session. For a few writing endeavors, we will go through all of the
steps of a writing process from brainstorming to publication/celebration.
1. Paper #1: Personal

Narrative - Slice of Life (due March 1)
2. Writer’s Journal: (multiple

checkpoints throughout semester, final product due April 19)
FIELD-BASED WORK
Lesson #1: Read Aloud Lesson (due

April 5)
You will create an original lesson using a mentor text. Your plan will include a developed lesson, extension
activities, and considerations for differentiating instruction.
Lesson #2: Integrated Lesson Plan and Student Work Analysis (due April 19)
You will spend time in your school field placement classrooms and/or Flagship this semester. With direction
from your supervising teacher, you will develop an integrated language arts lesson for your student(s). Ideally,
this lesson will support the current learning objectives of the class and the personal learning goals of your
English Language Learning student. You will collect student work samples (or video record if learning is
communicated orally). Post-lesson, you will reflect and analyze the outcome of your instruction and plan a
subsequent lesson accordingly.
Grading:
All assignments will be scored with criteria for the relevant components. The guidelines and criteria will be
handed out in class and posted online.
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Grading Scale - Points
A

95-100

B+

89-91

C+

80-82

D

68-73

A-

92-94

B

86-88

C

77-79

F

Below
68

B-

83-85

C-

74-76

Attendance Policy:
We have important content to master and each class session will be full of learning activities that have been
carefully planned for you. It is critical that you attend every class so that you are prepared to work effectively
with children in the field. Missing even one class will have an impact on your learning experience (and
potentially, your grade). You are required to notify the instructor via email if you must miss a class. You
are still responsible for course content during your absence.
Participation: All

students are expected to come prepared and to actively engage in class activities. Every
session, you will have the opportunity to demonstrate knowledge, skills, and dispositions related to the work of
teaching. This includes completing readings and assignments on time; actively listening during mini-lectures
and demonstrations; showing understanding of concepts from readings in class discussions and activities; and
participating respectfully and professionally in group work, including simulations and analyses.
The use of laptops, tablets, etc. is acceptable only

if they

are being used as a tool for learning/engaging in the
IMMEDIATE class activity. Looking at one’s phone and texting are not acceptable activities. If you have an
urgent call or text to make/receive, please step out in the hall.
Late Work Policy:
All work must be submitted by the due date. No
 late work will be accepted unless previously arranged for/
because of extenuating circumstances.
Conduct Code:
Students are expected to know, understand, and comply with the academic honesty policies as described in the
University of Montana Student

Conduct Code. An unabridged copy of this code is available at
https://www.umt.edu/safety/policies/default.php. If there are questions about how the code applies to a class
activity, please consult with the course instructor prior to engaging in that activity.
Academic Honesty:
Students are expected to know, understand, and comply with the academic honesty policies as described in the
University of Montana Student

Conduct Code. An unabridged copy of this code is available at
http://www.umt.edu/student-affairs/. If there are questions about how the code applies to a class activity, please
consult with the course instructor prior to engaging in that activity.
People-First Language:
As a field, we have adopted the use of “people-first language” when referring to people with identified
disabilities. That means that we emphasize the person before the disability. For example, we would say, “child
with autism” not “autistic child”. For a more elaborate description of the language to use when describing
people with disabilities, please consult page 72 of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological
Association, 6th  Edition.
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Accommodations:
If you are a student with a disability and wish to request reasonable accommodations for this course, contact me
privately to discuss the specific modifications. Please be advised, I may request that you provide a verification
letter from Disability Services for Students. If you have not yet registered with Disability Services, located in
Lommasson Center 154, please do so in order to coordinate your reasonable modifications. For more
information, visit the Disability Services website at www.umt.edu/disability.


Conceptual Framework:
Please review the following Themes of a Learning Community for an understanding of the College’s conceptual
framework for professional education programs.
Integration of Ideas
Members of a learning community look beyond the traditionally segmented curriculum and think creatively
about the interrelationships among subject areas. They work with a variety of fields of study and search for
unifying themes that cross disciplinary lines. There is an emphasis on explaining realities and dealing with
actual problems in contextual learning situations.
Cooperative Endeavors
In a learning community, knowing and learning are viewed as communal acts, and all members can learn from
each other. There is a commitment to engage all learners cognitively and emotionally in acquiring and sharing
knowledge that is personally meaningful. In the process, members create a culture that encourages personal
responsibility and active commitment to the group and its learning goals.
Respect for Diversity and Individual Worth
By definition, a learning community embraces diversity, requiring and valuing the input of all voices present.
The ethics of care and mutual respect are viewed as essential for supportive learning environments that
enhance each member’s self-esteem and foster risk-taking, creative conflict, and excellence.
Additional Notes:
Please note that this document serves as a guide. I welcome student input and reserve the right to adjust this
guide as the semester proceeds. Changes will be written and distributed to the class.
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